WHAT’S NEW IN OUTREACH?


The Outreach Commission held its March meeting on Wednesday the 11th.  Here are some of the things we discussed:

Our two Meal Ministries, the Sunday afternoon community meal and the Thursday night dinners for participants in the Circles Initiative (each taking place once a month) are continuing to go well, with much appreciation from the recipients.  Volunteers are needed to help with upcoming meals on Sunday, March 15, Thursday, March 26, and Sunday, April 19.  Contact Jennifer Lloyd (jen.lloyd@comcast.net) to get involved.


The Blanket Bee on March 8 was a pleasant event, and several blankets were completed.  Many members of our congregation are working on independent blanket projects – and it is not too late to start your own Lenten blanket!  The blankets will be blessed on Sunday, May 10 (Mother’s Day) before being donated to the Healthy Families Initiative of the Villages.  Simple patterns are available on a bulletin board in the back hallway.


In upcoming weeks, parishioners will be asked to bring in items for Health Kits, which will be assembled by the Sunday School students on April 26.  The health kits are a project of Church Women United, who distribute the completed packages of basic need items (toothbrushes, washcloths, band-aids, etc.) to people in crisis situations, both in the U.S. and around the world.

We are also looking forward to the Homeward Bound Walk on Sunday, April 19.  We look to Trinity’s largest involvement to date in this annual event – the day will include a shared community meal in the Great Hall, the 5K walk itself, and an ice cream social to celebrate the day.  The Homeward Bound Walk raises funds for local agencies serving those experiencing homelessness.  Parishioners will have many different ways to get involved in supporting this community-wide event.

Our winter Change for Change collection raised $116.94 for reconstruction of the library at the Malek Bible School in our companion diocese of Bor, Sudan.  We have started a new collection, which will be given to the Monroe County Chapter of the American Red Cross for purchase of cots.  This is a token of gratitude for the Red Cross’ loan of similar cots to our Emergency Winter Shelter.  Parishioners can donate their pocket change to the Change for Change jar at Forum.


The 2009 Outreach Grant process has reached completion.  $9,738.00 was awarded in grants to 12 applicants.  A larger announcement about the awards and their recipients will be made in coming weeks.


With the approach of spring, our Emergency Winter Shelter looks forward to its final weeks; the last guests of this season will be welcomed on March 31.  As of March 11, over 100 different guests have spent the night in Trinity’s Great Hall.  A celebration of the Shelter will be held in early April. 


Our Millennium Development Goal focus for the month of March is Goal #2: Achieve Universal Primary Education.  In April, we will look at Goal #3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women.  Read Trinity publications to learn more about what we are doing now and can do in the future to work toward these goals.

The next Outreach meeting will be on Wednesday, April 15 at 7 p.m. in the Trinity Library.

Interested?  Come join us!
